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Minutes of Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District Meeting 

held at 10.00 a.m. on Wednesday, 16 March 2016 

in the council Chamber, Aras Chill Dara 

 

Members Present: Councillors M Stafford (Deputy Mayor), M Aspell, S Doyle, M Lynch  

 M McCabe, F McLoughlin Healy, J Pender. 

 

Apologies: Councillor P Kennedy 

 

Officials Present:   Mr T Mc Donnell (District Manager), Mr N Morrissey, (Director of 

Services), Ms B Rea (District Engineer), Ms E Wright (Senior Executive 

Officer), Mr G Duff, Mr B O’Gorman and Ms S Scully (Administrative 

Officers), Ms AM Gough, (Staff Officer) Ms M Dalton (Meetings 

Administrator) and Ms E Price (Meetings Secretary). 

 

 

The Deputy Mayor began the meeting by formally welcoming Ms Brigette Rea, Kildare-

Newbridge Municipal District Engineer, Ms Evelyn Wright, Senior Executive Officer, Roads, 

Transportation and Public Safety Department and Councillor Murty Aspell to their first official 

Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District meeting. 

 

KN01/1603 

Minutes and Progress Report 

The members considered the minutes of the monthly meeting held on 17 February 2016 

together with the Progress Report. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Doyle and seconded by Councillor Pender that the 

minutes be confirmed and taken as read.  The Progress Report was noted.  

 

Matters Arising 

Pedestrian Crossing at the Orchard Park, The Curragh (KN09/1602) 

Councillor Pender asked that the motion raised by her at the February Municipal District in 

relation to a Pedestrian Crossing at Orchard Park, The Curragh be left on the progress 

report.  
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Resolved that the motion in relation to a Pedestrian Crossing at Orchard Park, the Curragh 

remains on the progress report.   

 

KN02/1603 

Deputation from Moore Avenue Residents, Newbridge. 

A Spokesperson for the Moore Avenue Residents, Newbridge presented a report to the 

members requesting their support for the successful conclusion and the closure of the 

Walkway at Moore Avenue.  The members were advised that this issue has been ongoing for 

over eight years and has been the subject of a High Court Case.  The residents expressed 

their frustration that the matter has not reached a satisfactory conclusion to date and outlined 

various anti-social issues and the continuous dumping of rubbish which continue to occur as 

a result of the Walkway remaining open.  The Residents have had letters of support from 

three Gardai Superintendents all of which are on record with the council.  The residents 

acknowledge that an alternative pedestrian access route to Newbridge Town has been 

identified through the nearby Industrial Estate and are asking the Kildare-Newbridge 

Municipal District to support them in having the Walkway at Moore Avenue closed.  

  

Councillor Aspell acknowledged the length of time that this issue has been ongoing and 

hopes that council officials can come up with a solution.  Councillor McCabe said he would 

support the residents in their endeavours, as did Councillor Pender.  Acknowledging their 

frustrations at the length of time this issue is taking to resolve, Councillor Doyle apologised to 

the Residents and also offered her full support.  The District Manager said he would examine 

the issues raised by the Residents of Moore Avenue and the members and he would report 

back to all parties. 

Resolved the District Manager will examine the issues raised and report back to the 

Members and Residents of Moore Avenue.  

 

KN03/1603 

Number of People on the Housing Transfer List 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Doyle 

How many people are on the Housing transfer list and how are they categorised? 

 

A report from the Housing Department was circulated to the members advising them of the 

total number of transfer applications and gave a breakdown on how these applications are 

categorised.   
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In response to a query from Councillor Doyle, the District Manager confirmed that all 

Housing Assistance Payments (HAP) recipients are on the housing transfer list once they 

qualify for the Housing Assistance Payment (HAP). They are categorised under “other” in the 

table given in the report. 

Resolved that the report be noted.  

 

KN04/1603 

Draft County Parking Policy 

The Draft County Parking Policy was circulated to the members in advance of the meeting.  

The document advised the members that the Draft County Parking Policy aims to provide a 

professional and consistent parking management service for the benefit of all the county’s 

citizens and visitors to the county.  The Draft County Parking Policy encompasses regulation 

times, tariffs, parking permits, administration and signage issues whilst still allowing the 

members of each municipal district to review and set bye-laws as needed in the various 

municipal districts.    

 

Councillor Pender enquired if issues faced by those who hold residential parking permits but 

often have difficulties parking outside their own homes could be considered within the Draft 

County Parking Policy.  Councillor Doyle also asked that signage issues be considered, 

highlighting areas where pay parking is enforced and asked if strong colour coding could be 

used to indicate if carparks are private or public.  Councillor Doyle also asked if 

monthly/annual permits for small Business Owners could be considered along with the 

facility to pay by phone. Councillor Lynch asked for detailed cost analysis on pay parking in 

the Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District to be circulated to the members and asked if there 

are any plans to change how parking is administered.  

 

Mr Morrissey stated he would circulate the analysis as requested and confirmed that the 

most cost effective way of administering parking is by way of private company and that there 

are no plans to change this as further more costly resources would be required.  Mr 

Morrissey advised the members that their comments and suggestions would be taken on 

board and will be considered by the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Strategic 

Policy Committee. 

Resolved that the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department would circulate the 

detailed cost analysis for administering parking in the Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District 
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and the chair of the municipal district liaise with the Strategic Policy Committee to progress 

the County Parking Policy. 

 

KN05/1603 

Traffic Calming measures at Dagweld’s Cross 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Doyle 

That the council moves to introduce traffic calming measures, a reduction in the speed limit 

to 60KPH, road surface enhancements and line of sight improvements at Dagweld’s Cross in 

order to make the junction safer.  

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Doyle and seconded by Councillor McCabe.  

 

A report from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department was circulated to the 

members advising that the Roads Design Department would examine the area and report to 

the members.   

 

Mr Coppinger advised the members that whilst the requested reduction in speed limit will be 

included in the upcoming countywide speed limit review, the other works contained in the 

motion are not currently planned as any progress on these works would be contingent on 

resources and funding.   

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Doyle and seconded by Councillor McCabe that the 

report be noted and the requested reduction in speed limit be included in the upcoming 

countywide speed limit review.  

 

KN06/1603 

Surface Water Drainage at Blakestown, Newbridge 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Stafford 

That the council conduct an investigation into the surface water drainage issues at 

Blakestown, Newbridge which is causing the road to unravel and carry out the necessary 

repair works. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Stafford and seconded by Councillor Doyle.  
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A report from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department was circulated 

requesting that Councillor Stafford clarify the location and advised that the office will examine 

the area.   

 

Councillor Stafford advised the area in question is on the Rathangan Road.  The Municipal 

District Engineer noted the area and advised Councillor Stafford that she will examine the 

location.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Stafford and seconded by Councillor Doyle that the 

report be noted and the municipal district office examine the issues at the location identified. 

 

KN07/1603 

Traffic Calming Measures at Lowtown Road, Robertstown 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Stafford 

That the council put in place the appropriate traffic calming measures at Lowtown Road, 

Robertstown between the village and Lowtown Manor. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Stafford and seconded by Councillor McCabe. 

 

A report from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department was circulated to the 

members advising them that the Roads Design Department will make contact with Councillor 

Stafford to arrange a meeting on site to review the situation.  The report further noted that 

any progress will be contingent on resources and funding.   

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Stafford and seconded by Councillor McCabe that 

the roads design department contact Councillor Stafford to arrange a meeting on site. 

 

KN08/1603 

Residential Parking at Liffey Terrace and Liffey View, Newbridge 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Pender 

That the council resolve the parking difficulties faced by residents of Liffey Terrace and Liffey 

View in Newbridge, who have residential parking permits but are finding it increasingly 

difficult to park outside their own homes such is the demand for the pay parking spaces 

outside their houses. Can the council explore if there are any possible means to create some 

residents specific parking in those areas? 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Pender and seconded by Councillor Doyle.  
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A report from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department was circulated to the 

members advising them that the provision of a parking permit does not guarantee a parking 

space for permit holders and that the council cannot reserve spaces for residents in Liffey 

View or Liffey Terrace as it is illegal to create ‘resident only’ parking spaces on a public road.  

 

Councillor Pender asked if there are any options available to help alleviate the issues faced 

by the residents who are finding it increasingly difficult to park outside their own houses or 

failing that, if some leniency could be shown with enforcement where permit holders are 

involved.   

 

Ms Wright advised the members that parking bye laws are set to control parking and that if 

enforcement became lenient at any aspect then this could diminish the bye laws altogether. 

Ms Wright said the office would look at the issue and examine the double/single yellow lines 

to see if this could eliminate some of the issues highlighted. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Pender and seconded by Councillor Doyle that the 

report be noted and that this motion be referred to the roads, transportation and public safety 

Strategic policy committee. 

 

KN09/1603 

Waste Bins and Dog Fouling/Litter Signage, Dunmurray Link Road 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Pender 

That the council install waste bins and dog fouling/litter signage on the newly opened 

Dunmurray Link Road. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Pender and seconded by Councillor Stafford. 

 

A report from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department was circulated to the 

members advising them the municipal district office will provide two bins on the new Link 

Road - locations to be decided and that the Environment Section will provide appropriate 

signage to the municipal district office for the proposed project. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Pender and seconded by Councillor Stafford that the 

report be noted and bins and signage be installed at on the Dunmurray Link Road. 
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KN10/1603 

Weight Restrictions and/or Traffic Calming Measures on the 

L7085, Rathernan, Kilmeague. 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Stafford 

Can the council consider the imposition of weight restrictions and/or traffic calming measures 

on the L7085 at Rathernan, Kilmeague? 

 

A report from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department was circulated to the 

members advising them that the roads design department will contact Councillor Stafford to 

arrange a meeting on site to review the situation.  The report further advised that any 

progress will be contingent on resources and funding. 

Resolved that the roads department contact Councillor Stafford to arrange a meeting on 

site. 

 

KN11/1603 

Visibility and Road Safety at Killinthomas Lane and Woodlands, Rathangan 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Stafford 

Can the Council, in the interests of visibility and road safety, realign the T-junction at 

Killinthomas Lane and Woodlands, Rathangan? 

 

A report from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department was circulated to the 

members advising them that the Roads Design Department will contact Councillor Stafford to 

arrange a meeting on site to review the situation.  The report further advises that any 

progress will be contingent on resources and funding. 

Resolved that the roads department contact Councillor Stafford to arrange a meeting on 

site. 

 

KN12/1603 

Salting of Routes 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Doyle 

Can we have a list of salting routes with details of what informs decisions for prioritisation of 

selection of routes? 

 

A report from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department was circulated to the 

members advising them that  all the salting routes are available for viewing on the council 
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website. The report also advised that an additional route was introduced on 18 February 

2016 on a trial basis to treat some regional roads in the Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District 

and elsewhere in the county.  The report advised that most regional roads in the county are 

now being gritted.  The members were advised that a review of the salting routes is 

undertaken after each gritting season.  Traffic volumes, accident records, route importance 

and availability of salting resources inform the decision making process. 

Resolved that the report be noted.  

 

KN13/1603 

Installation of lights at the Bus Stop at the Square, Kildare Town 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Pender  

Can the council install a light in the roof of the bus stop at the square in Kildare Town? 

 

A report from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department was circulated to the 

members advising them that the municipal district office recommends that a letter be sent to 

the National Transport Authority with a view to identifying ownership of the bus shelter.  The 

report noted that there is currently no power supply at the bus shelter and, due to budget 

constraints, the municipal district office would not be in a position to fund these works in 

2016.   

 

Councillor Pender asked if a small solar light or a path light could be fitted.  The office 

advised that ownership will first have to be established but once this is done, they can 

examine the issue further. 

Resolved that the roads department write to the National Transport Authority (NTA) with a 

view to establishing ownership of the bus shelter.  

 

KN14/1603 

Illegal Dumping/Litter 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Pender  

Can the council address the litter/illegal dumping at the following locations and advise if 

there has been a notable increase or persistence of fly tipping in the area?  

(1) Road from Newbridge to Bundle of Sticks roundabout Naas. 

(2) Road from Rathangan to Edenderry. 

(3) The Curragh Plains 
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A report from the Environment Section was circulated to the members advising them that  

littering in the county continues to be an issue and that the council is actively trying to 

address the issue through the patrolling by litter wardens, placing of signage and, if suitable, 

through the use of CCTV.  The report advised that some locations are quite remote and as a 

result can be difficult to police.  The council acknowledges the work undertaken by local 

voluntary groups who continue to assist in clean ups carried by them in their communities 

and the council supports the local groups through providing litter pickers and bags.  The 

members were advised that the council will also arrange to remove and dispose of materials 

collected by local groups.   

 

Mr O’Gorman noted that Councillor Pender’s original question covered three very large 

areas and noted her concerns in relation to other areas in the municipal district.  Mr 

O’Gorman advised the members he would give them a full briefing in on litter management 

at a separate meeting if they felt it would be of benefit.   

Resolved that the report be noted and an in committee briefing on litter management be 

arranged for the Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District Members. 

  

KN15/1603 

Compensation from the Sale of Magee Barracks Site 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Doyle 

That a meeting be organised with relevant personnel in the Department of Defence to 

arrange for payment of community compensation from proceeds of recent sale of Magee 

Barracks site. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Doyle and seconded by Councillor Pender. 

 

A report from the Community and Cultural Services Department was circulated to the 

members advising them that a letter has been drafted and, on the agreement by the 

Municipal District Members, it will issue to the Department of Defence requesting a meeting 

with the appropriate official in the department.  The letter of request is to seek the realisation 

of the commitment given by the Minister following the closure of the Magee Barracks.  The 

contribution being sought is based on the 10 acre of land or the value thereof. 

 

Councillor Doyle suggested that any meeting that may be arranged should be held in 

committee and asked that the members see the draft letter before it issues.  
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Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Doyle, seconded by Councillor Pender and agreed 

by all the members that the draft letter be shown to the members before it issues to the 

Department of Defence. 

 

KN16/1603 

Draft Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District Kildare Town Area 

(Control of Consumption and Possession of Alcohol in Public Places) Bye-Laws 2016 

A report from the Corporate Services Department was circulated to the members highlighting 

the parts of the bye-laws that have changed since the last bye-laws were adopted in 2008. 

The members were advised that if they are in agreement with the amended bye-laws, the 

draft Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District Kildare Town Area (control of Consumption and 

Possession of Alcohol in Public Places) Bye-Laws 2016 will be advertised and put on public 

display for submission from members of the public in accordance with the procedures that 

were also circulated.  

 

Councillor Stafford asked that No 8 be amended as follows: 

 ‘Where a member of An Garda Siochana or authorised person is of the opinion that a 

person or persons is/are committing or has committed an offence under these bye-laws, that 

the member may confiscate all intoxicating liquor in their possession’ 

 

And also that No 12 be amended as follows: 

‘Pursuant to Section 206 of the Act a person found contravening any provision of these bye-

laws may be served with a notice in the form attached by an authorised person  or An 

Garda Siochana specifying a fixed payment of 75.00 in respect of such contravention as an 

alternative to a prosecution for such contravention,.....’ 

 

Ms Gough advised the members she will put the amended wording to the council’s solicitors 

and An Garda Siochana for approval. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Doyle and seconded by Councillor Pender that the 

amendments as outlined by Councillor Stafford be made and the consultation period 

commence.  
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KN16/1603 

Schedule of Municipal District Works 

The members considered the Draft Schedule of Municipal District Works for the Kildare-

Newbridge Municipal District which outlined the proposed works of maintenance and repair 

to be carried out during the 2016 financial year.  A copy of the Restoration Improvement 

Schemes 2016 was also circulated to the members. 

 

Councillor Doyle pointed out in relation to funding from the National Transportation Authority 

(NTA), that there appeared to be a strong geographical imbalance favouring the north of the 

county in relation to the Restoration Improvement Schemes 2016 and a general imbalance 

nationally in funding from the Department of Environment, Community and Local 

Government.  Councillor Doyle asked if it was possible for all regional Transportation 

Strategic Policy Committees (SPCs) in the Greater Dublin Area (GDA) to come together to 

make a general appeal to the Department for increased funding.  Councillor McLoughlin 

Healy said she would support this idea and asked that it be looked at.  Mr Coppinger advised 

the members that these figures have not yet been fully published and that they are only 

indicative of what the municipal district can expect to receive.   

 

Mr Coppinger advised the members that National Transportation Authority (NTA) are 

predominantly concerned with cycle networks, pedestrian access and public transport 

projects.   

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Doyle and seconded by Councillor Lynch that the 

schedule of municipal district works for the Kildare-Newbridge Municipal District for 2016 be 

adopted, subject to an allowance for possible emergencies or reallocation of funding from 

scheduled works that cannot, for any reason, proceed and subject to any such reallocation of 

funding being within the overall budgetary framework. 

 

The meeting concluded. 

 


